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OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE 
DEFENSE OF ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A 
COMMISSION APPOINTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL 
MILITARY TRIBUNAL PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 4 
OF THE ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL DATED 13 
MARCH 1946. 
27 July 1946 
COMMISSIONER: 
Mr. Agor Rasumov 
THE GENERAL STAFF 
(The Commission reconvened at 1215 hours) 
COMMISSIONER: 

Before we proceed, I would like to state that the Commission 
will work today until twenty minutes to one. 

Q. Witness, will you state your full name please? 

A. Hans Roettiger. 

Q. Please stand up. Raise your right hand and repeat after 
ġe.: I swear by God, the Almighty and Omniscient, that I will speak 
the pure truth and will withhold and add nothing. 

(The witness repeated the oath.) 

COMMISSIONER: Dr. Laternser, will you examine the witness. 
Will you please tell first the object of your examination? 

DR. LATERNSER: I should like to examine the witness with ege- 
gards to the affidavits #15 and #16 that he gave. 

COMMISSIONER: Very well. 15 and 16. Have you many questions? 
For how long do you intend to examine the witness? 

DR. LATERNSER: I cannot tell you exactly. 

COMMISSIONER: Approximately 


DR. LATERNSER: Maybe I can finish the examination during the 


time that is at my disposal, 
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DRE EXAMINATION 
BY DR. LATERNSER: 

#Q. Witness, you have mmen given affidavits #15 and 16, which I show 
you and ask you to read them, | 

A, Yes, I have read them, 

Q. First of all I should like to put a few questions with regards to the 
affidavit #15. First paragraph you state and I quote: "During such operations 
and this era operations against Partisans kemik troops were ordered by 
the highest authority, for instance, by the OKH to implore the severest 
methods." When you use the words "severest methods" in this sentence, do 
you mean severest methods that were permitted or such methods that were 
not permitted? 

A. I meant the methods which were in general used in military warfare - 
the severest way of using them, especially against Partisans, 

Q. You mention in this sentence orders that were issued by the High Com- 
mand of the Army. Have you ever recdived orders from the OKH with regard 
to fight against Partisans that included orders contrary to maxxmmakx inter- 
national law? 

A. No, 

Q. You state in the second paragraph and I quote: "In the beginning 
in accordance with instructions which came to us through channels from 
the Army group, prisoners were taken only in exceptional cases," When 
you use the words “in the beginning", can you tell us specifically which 
period you mean? 

A, It is approximately the period from fall of the year of 1942 onwards, F 24 


Q. It is exactly the period then when you joined the Fourth Army? F 


A, I ġjminken joined the Fourth Army in Spring. 
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Q. You say in this sentence that in accordance with instructions which 
came to you through channels from the Army group, prisoners were taken only 
in exceptional cases, What orders gto you mean by that? 

A. It was the general idea of these orders that were given with the 
view to fight against Partisans that no pardon was to be given wheneverthe 
Partisans did not surrender. May I give some explanation in that respect. 
During the hearing which preceding the drafting of this affidavit and of which 
this affidavit constitutes, if I may express myself in substance, the person 
who examined me, have admitted that also the enemy made use of very severe 
methods in his warfare. 

Q. If I understand yeu well, and I ask you to correct me if this is not 
the case. You received orders through ordinary channels from Army groups 
that in fighting Partisans, prisoners had only to be taken in exceptional 
cases? 

A. No, this wasn't the whole framework of these severe methods, and 
the orders were issued and they meant we should implore the most severe 
methods to the annihilation of the enemy, and if these orders were carried 
out it was quite natural that we made very few prisoners, 

Q. These orders referred only to combat, but, witness, you must admit 
that in this case the sentence I just quoted from your affidavit that reads 
that in the beginning, prisoners were taken only in exceptional cases, is 
being misunderstood, because in this sentence also cases could be included 

in which prisoners were killed after their capture. This was not meant? 

A. No, it was not meant, 

Q. In the third paragraph of your affidavit you stated the following 


and I quote: "The enemy mkebummmkion dead mentioned in official reports 


~ AN, 


were very numerous in comparison with our own dead," A 
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Isn't it a well known fact that the combat troops when reporting the number of 
the enemy dead frequently exaggerated? 

A. Yes. I have already expressed that opinion on the occasion of the 
previous hearing and have only stated in my affidavit that the official re- 
ports spoke of very numerous enemy dead in comparison of our own dead, 

A. So wien without the expression that you gave just now, this sentence 
may lead to misunderstanding? 

A. At that time I have only admitted a fact which I was reminded of 
on the ground of documents, reports, etc. that were shown to me, 

Q. You say when you summarize the substance of paragraphs two and three 
of your affidavit, you arrive at the following conclusion, There were wrders 
which came from a higher authority to take only few prisoners and on the 
other hand official reports stated that the enemy dead were very numerous 
in comparison of our own dead. One might conclude from the wording of these 
two paragraphs that there were orders issued by higher authority to execute 
prisoners and that this was the reason why the enemy dead were very numerous 
in comparison with the own dead. Did you want to express that? 

A. No. 

Q. The last paragraph reads as follows and I am quote: "This is one of 
the reasons which have now brought me to the realization that the real purpose 
of the counter-Partisan warfare which we conducted was to use these military 
operations of the Army, so as to make possible the ruthless liquidation of 
Jewry and the other undesired elements." Which were the documents that you 
were shown am in this connection? 

A. As far as I can remember, and I cannot remember exactly, because this 


hearing took place about a year ago, I was shown the minutes of a meeting 


which took place under the chairmanship of Hitler himself, but I'm positive 
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there were no orders shown to me - it was only that I may have seen a 
memorandum, 

COMMISSIONER: Witness, can you make your sentences a little 
shorter? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, 

A. On the ground of these documents were entirely new for me and I ar- 
rived at the conclusion that this was the actual goal of Partisan warfare 
and I think I owe it to the soldiers who were in the battle to state that we, 
the military leaders, did not know xbxuk anything about these intentions. 

Q. So, if it is stated in the last paragraph of your affidavit that the 
real purpose of the counter-Partisan warfare was to make possible the ruth- 
less liquidation of Jewry and other undesired elements, - who is that 

you mean with it? 

A. As far as I know about the high command, I never participated in it, 
This can only have been the idea of Hitler himself, | 

Q. Have you, during the whole war, ever received an order from a superior 
command of the armed forces from which you could have drawn such conclusions? 

A. No, neither an oral nor a written order, 

Q. You vase the chief of the general staff of the Fourth Army? 

A. Yes, 

Q. Who was the commander in chief? 

A. At that time Heinrici, 

Q. And within your Army, the military rules and the counter-Partisan 
warfare were strictly observed, weren't they? 

A. Yes, ; 

Did 
Q./#makd you ever hear of a case in which Heinrici had received a report 


that a member of the air forces had raped a Russian woman and was immediately 


transferred to the competent court? 
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DR. KEMPNER: I object. We are cross examining about the 
affidavit, not about the rape of a Russian woman, and General Heinrici has 
nothing to do with this whole effair now, 

COMMISSIONER: I think the Commission will adjourn until 
Monday morning, 


Adjourned: 1240 hours 


The foregoing is a true and correct transcript of the testimony 


of HANS ROETTIGER, taken on 27 July 1946; 
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OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE 

DEFENSE OF ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A 

COMMISSION APPOINTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL 

MILITARY TRIBUNAL PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH h 

OF THE ORDER OF THE TRIBUWAL DATED 13 

MARCH 196.6 

27 July 1946 

COMMISSIONER: 

Mr. Igor Rasumov 

THE GENERAL STAFF 
(The Commission reconvened at 1215 hours) 

COMMISSIONERS 

Before we proceed, I would like to state that the Commission 
will work today until twenty minutes to one, 

Qe Witness, will you state your full name please? 

A, Hans Roettiger,. 

Qe Please stand up. Raise your right hand and repeat after me: 
I swear by God, the Almighty and Omniscient, that I will speak the pure 
truth and will withhold and add nothing, 

(The witness repeated the oath.) 

COMMISSIONER: Dr. Laternser, will you examine the witness. 
Will you please tell first the object of your examination? 

DRe LATERNSERs I should like to examine the witness with regards 
to the affidavits #15 and #16 that he gave, 

COMMISSIONER: Very well, 15 and 16. Have you many questions? 
For how long do you intend to examine the witness? 


Dk. LATERNSERs I cannot tell you exactlye 


COMMISSIONER: Approximately, 














ML IN 


aĝo -0 
DRe LATERNSER: Maybe I can finish the examination during the time 
that is at my disposal. | 
CROSS EXAMINATION 

BY DR. LATERNSERS 

Q. Witness, you have given affidavits #15 and 16, which I show you and 
ask you to read theme 

A. Yes, I have read them. 

Qe First of all I should like to put a few questions with regards to the 
affidavit #15. First paragraph you state and I quotes: "During such operations 
and this means operations against Partisans troops were ordered by the highest 
authority, for instance, by the OKH to employ the severest methods." When 
you use the words "severest methods" in this sentence, do you mean severest 
methods that were permitted or such methods that were not permitted? 

A. I meant the methods which were in general used in military warfare - 
the severest way of using them, especially against Partisans. 

Qe You mention in this sentence orders that were issued by the High Com- 
mand of the Army. Have you ever received orders from the OKH with regard 
to fight against Partisans that included orders contrary to international law? 

Ae Noe 

Qe You state in the second paragraph and I quote: ‘In the beginning in accord 
ance with instructions which came to us through channels from the Army group, 
prisoners were taken only in exceptional cases." When you use the words "in 
the beginning", can you tell us specifically which period you mean? 

A, It is approximately the period from fall of the year of 1942 onwards. 

Qe It is exactly -the period then when you joined the Fourth Army? 

Ae I joined the Fourth Army in Spring. 
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Qe You say in this sentence that in aecordance with instructions which 


came to you through channels from the Army group, prisoners were taken only 
in exceptional cases. Wha& orders do you mean by that? 

A. It was the general idea of these orders that were given with the view 
to fight against Partisans that no pardon was to be given whenever the 
Partisans did not surrender, May I give some explanation in that respect, 
During the hearing which preceded the drafting of this affidavit and of which 
this affidavit constitutes, if I may express myself in substance, the person 
who examined me, haye admitted that also the enemy made use of very severe 
methods in his warfare, 

Qelf I understand you well, and I ask you to correct me if this is not the 
cas@e You received orders through ordinary channels from Army groups that in 
fighting Partisans, prisoners had only to be taken in exceptional cases? 

A, No, this wasn't the whole framework of these severe methods, and the 
orders were issued and they meant we should employ the most severe methods to 
the annihilation of the enemy, and if these orders were carried out it was 
quite natural that we made very few prisoners, 

te These orders referred only to combat, but, witness, you must admit 
that in this case the sentence I just quoted from your affidavit that reads 
that in the beginning, prisoners were taken only in exceptional cases, is 
being misunderstood, because in this Sentence also cases could be included 
in which prisoners were killed after their capture, This was not meant? 

Ae No, it was not meant, 

Qe In the third paragraph of your affidavit you stated the following 
and I quotes "The enemy dead mentioned in official reports were very 


numerous in comparison with our own dead," 
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Isn't it a well known fact that the combat troops when reporting the number of 
the enemy dead frequently exaggerated? 

Ae Yes, I have already expressed that opinion on the occasion of the previous 
heafing and have only stated in my affidavit that the official reports spoke 
of very numerous enemy dead in comparison of our own dead, 

Qe So without the expression that you gave just now, this sentence may 
lead to misunderstanding? : 

A. At that time I have only admitted a fact which I was reminded of on 
the ground of documents, reports, etc. that were shown to me. 

Qe You say when you summarize the substance of paragraphs two and three 
of your affidavit, you arrive at the following conclusion, There were orders 
which came from a higher authority to take only few prisoners and on the other 
hand official reports stated that the enemy dead were very numerous in 
comparison of our own dead, One might conclude from the wording of these 
two paragraphs that there were orders issued by higher authority to execute ` 
prisoners and that this was the reason why the enemy dead were very numerous 
in comparison with the own dead, Did you want to express that? 

Ae Now | 

Qe The last paragraph reads as follows and I quote: "This is one of : 
the reasons which have now brought me to the realization that the real purpose 
of the counter-Partisan warfare which we conducted was to use these military 
operations of the Army, so as to make possible the ruthless liquidation of 
Jewry and the other undesired elements," Which were the documents that you 
were shown in this connection? 

A. As far as I can remember, and I cannot remember exactly, because this 


hearing took place about a year ago, I was shown the minutes of a meeting 


which took place under the chairmanship of Hitler himself, but I'm positive 
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there were no orders shown to me = it was only that I may have seen a 
memorandume 

COMMISSIONER: Witness, can you make your sentences a little 
shorter? 

THE WITNESS: Yese 

A, On the ground of these documents were entirely new for me and I ar- 
rived at the conclusion that this was the actual goal of Partisan warfare and 
I think I owe it to the soldiers who were in the battle to state that we, 
the military leaders, did not know anything about these intentions, 

Qe So, if it is stated in the last paragraph of your affidavit that the 
real purpose of the counter-Partisan warfare was to make possible the ruthless 
liquidation of Jewry and other undesired elements, - who is that you mean 
with it? 

Ae As far as I know about the high command, I never participated in it, 
This can only have been the idea of Hitler himself, 

Qe Have you, during the whole war, ever received an order from a superior. 
command of the armed forces from which you could have drawn such conclusions? 

A. No, neither an oral nor a written order, 

Qe You were the chief of the general staff of the Fourth Army? . 

Ae Yes, 

Qe Who was the commander in chief? 

Ae At that time Heinrici. 

Qe And within your Army, the military rules and the counter-Partisan 
warfare were strictly observed, weren't they? 

Ae Yes, 

Qe Did you ever hear of a case in which Heinrici had received a report 


that a member of the air forces had raped a Russian woman and was immediately 


transferred to the competent court? 
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DRe KEMPENRs I objecte We are cross examining about the 


=- 


affidavit, not about the rape of a Russian woman, and General Heinrici has 
nothing to do with this whole affair now, 

| COMMISSIONERs I think the Commission will adjourn until 

Monday morninge 


Adjourneds 1240 hours 


The foregoing is a true and correct transcript of the testimony 


of HANS ROETTIGER, taken on 27 July 1916. 


[sf Bernice Winkler 
Reporter | ppe 1-6) 
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OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE 

DEFENSE OF ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A 

COMISSION APPOINTED BY TIE INTERNATIONAL 

MILITARY TRIBUNAL PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH l 

OF THE ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL DATED 13 

MARCH 19466 

27 July 1946 

COMMISSIONERS 

Mre Igor Rasumov 

| THE GENERAL STAFF 
(The Commission reconvened at 1215 hours) 

COMMISSIONER 

Before we proceed, I would like to state that the Commission 
will work today until twenty minutes to one, 

Q, Witness, will you state your full name please? 

A, Hans Roettiger. 

Qe Please stand up. Raise your right hand and repeat after me: 
I swear by God, the Almighty and Omniscient, that I will speak the pure 
truth and will withhold and add nothings 

(The witness repeated the oath.) 

COMMISSIONERS Dre Laternser, will you examine the witnesse 
Will you please tell first the object of your examination? 

DR. LATERNSAs I should like to examine the witness with regards 
to the affidavits #15 and 716 that he gaves 

COMMISSIONER: Very well, 15 and 16. Have you many questions? 
For how long do you intend to examine the witness? 


DR. LATERNSERs 1 cannot tell you exactly. 


COMMISSIONER: Approximately, 
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DR. LATERNSERs Maybe I can finish the examination during the time 
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that is at my disposal, 
GROSS EXAMINATION 
BY DR. LATERNSER? 

Qe Witness, you have given affidavits #15 and 16, which I show you and 
ask you to read them, 

Ae Yes, I have read them. 

Qe First of all I should like to put a few questions with regards to the 
affidavit #15. First paragraph you state and I quote: "During such operations 
and this means operations against Partisans troops were ordered by the highest 
authority, for instance, by the OKH to employ the severest methods." When 
you use the words "severest methods" in this sentence, do you mean severest 
methods that were permitted or such methods that were not permitted? 

Ae I meant the methods which were in general used in military warfare - 
the severest way of using them, especially against “artisans. 

Qe You mention in this sentence orders that were issued by the High Com 
mand of the Armye Have you ever received orders from the OKH with regard 
to fight against Partisans that included orders contrary to international law? 

Ae Noe 

Qe You state in the second paragraph and I quotes: ‘In the beginning in accor< 
ance with instructions which came to us through channels from the Army group, 
prisoners were taken only in exceptional cases." When you use the words “in 
the beginning", can you tell us specifically which period you mean? 

A. It is approximately the period from fall of the year of 192 onwards. 


Qe it is exactly the period then when you joined the Fourth Army? 


Ae I joined the Fourth Army in Spring. 
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Qe You say in this sentence that in accordance with instructions which 
cane to you through channels from the Army group, prisoners were taken only 
in exceptional cases, Wha’ orders do you mean by that? | 

Ae It was the general idea of these orders that were given with the view 
to fight against Partisans that no pardon was to be <iven whenever the 
Partisans did not surrender, May I give some explanation in that respect. 
During the hearing which preceded the drafting of this affidavit and of which 
this affidavit constitutes, if I may express myself in substance, the person 
who examined me, have admitted that also the enemy made use of very severe 
methods in his warfare. 

deif I understand you well, and I ask you to correct me if this is not the 
casee fou received orders through ordinary channels from Arny groups that in 
fighting Partisans, prisoners had only to be taken in exceptional cases? 

Ae No, this wasn't the whole framework of these severe methods, and the 
orders were issued and they meant we should employ the most severe methods to 
the annihilation of the enemy, and if these orders were carried out it was 
quite natural that we made very few prisoners, 

Je These orders referred only to combat, but, witness, you mist admit 
that in this case the sentence I just quoted from your affidavit that reads 
that in the beginning, prisoners were taken only in exceptional cases, is 
being misunderstood, because in this sentence also cases could be included 
in which prisoners were killed after their capture, This was not meant? 

Ae Noy it was not meant, 


Qe in the third paragraph of your affidavit you stated the following 


and I quote: “The enemy dead mentioned in official reports were very 


numerous in comparison with our om dead," 
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Isn't it a well knom fact that the combat troops when reporting the number of 
the enemy dead frequently exaggerated? 

A. Yes, I have already expressed that opinion on the occasion of the previous 
heading and have only stated in my affidavit that the official reports spoke 
of very numerous enemy dead in comparison of our own deade 

Qe So without the expression that you gave just now, this sentence may 
lead to misunderstanding? 

| he At that time I have only admitted a fact which I was reminded of on 
the ground of documents, reports, ete. that were shown to mee 

Qe You say when you summarize the substance of paragraphs two and three 
of your affidavit, you arrive at the following conclusion. There were orders 
which cane from a higher authority te take only few orisoners and on the other 
hand official reports stated that the enemy dead were very numerous in 
comparison of our own deade One might conclude from the wording of these 
two paragraphs that there were orders issued by higher authority to execute 
prisoners and that this was the reason why the enemy dead were very numerous 
in comparison with the own dead. Did you want to express that? 

he Noe 

Ae The last paragraph reads as follows and I quote: "This is one of 
the reasons which have now brought me to the realization that the real purpose 
of the counter-Partisan warfare which we conducted was to use these military 
operations of the Army, so as to make possible the ruthless liquidation of 
Jewry and the other undesired elements," Which were the documents that you 
were shown in this connection? 

A, As far as I can remember, and I cannot remember exactly, beveens this 


hearing took place about a year ago, I was shown the minutes of a meeting 


which tock place under the chairmanship of Hitler himself, but I'm positive 
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there were no orders shown to me ~- it was only that I may have seen a 
memorandum. 

COMMISSIONER: Witness, can you make your sentences a little 
shorter? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

A, On the ground of these documents were entirely new for me and I ar- 
rived at the conclusion that this was the actual goal of Partisan warfare and 
I think I owe it to the soldiers who were in the battle to state that we, 
the military leaders, did not know anything about these intentions, 

Q So, if it is stated in the last paragraph of your affidavit that the 
real purpose of the counter-Partisan warfare was to make possible the ruthless 
liquidation of Jewry and other undesired elements, - who is that you moan 
with it? 

Ae As far as I know about the high command, I never participated in it. 
This can only have been the idea of Hitler himself, 

Qe Have you, during the whole war, ever received an order from a superior 
command of the armed forces from which you could have drawn such conclusions? 

Ae No, neither an oral nor a written order. 

Qe You were the chief of the general staff of the Fourth Army? 

Ae Yese 

Qe Who was the commander in chief? 

Ae At that time Heinrici. 

Qe And within your Army, the military rules and the counter-’artisan 
warfare were strictly observed, weren't they? | 

Ae LeS-5 

Qe Did you ever hear of a caso in which Heinrici had received a report 


that a member of the air forces had raped a Russian woman and was immediately 


transferred to the competent court? 








MT 


Dk. KEMPENRs I Objecte We are cross examining about the 


E 
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affidavit, not about the rape of a Russian woman, and General heinrici has 
nothing to do with this whole affair now. 

VOMMISSIONERs I think the sOmmission will adjourn until 
ionday morning. 


Adjourned: 1240 hours 


The foregoing is a true and correct transcript of the testimony 


of HANS ROSTTIGER, taken on 27 July 19h6, 


/3/ Sernice Winkler 


Reporter ( Ope l-6 
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27 July 1916 
COMMISSIONER s 
Mre Igor Rasumov 
THE GENERAL STAFF 
(The Commission reconvened at 1215 hours) 
COM:TSSIONERS: 


Before we proceed, I would lile tostate that the Conmission will work 


today until twenty minutes of onee 


Q Witness, will youstate your full name, please? 
A Hans Rocthicere 
Q Please stand upe Raise your right hand and repeat after mee 


Iswear by God, the almighty and Omniscient, thatI will speak 
the pure truth and will withhold and acdc nothing, 


(The witness repeated the oath) 


COM: ISSIONER: Dre Laternser, will you exmine the witness. Wil 
you please tell me first the object of your examination? 

DR. LATERNSER: . I should like to examine the witness with ree 
gard tothe affidavits #15 andi/16 that he gave, 

COM ISSIONER: Very welle 15 and 16. Haveycou many questions? 


For how long do you intend to examine the witness? 
DRe LATERNSER: I cannot tell you exactly. 
COMMISSIONER: <Aporcximatelye 
DRe IATERNSER: Maybe I can finish the examination d uring the 
time that is at my disposale 
CROSS EXA INATION 
BY DR. LATERNSER: 
Q Witness, you have been given affidavits #15 and 16, which I show 
you and ask you to read theme 
A Yes, I have read theme 


3240 
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Q First of all, I should iike to put a few questions with regards to 
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the affidavit #15. First paragraph you state and ÍI quote: "During such 
operations and this means operations against Partisans troops were ordered 
by the highest authority, for instance, by the OKH to implore the severest 
methodse't When you use the words "severest methods" in this sentence, do 
you mean. severest methods that were permitted or such methods that were not 
pernitted? 

A I meant the methods which were in general used in military warfare 
the severest way of using them, especially arainst Partisanse 

Q You mention in this s-.Lenee orders that were issued by the High 
Comand of the Army. Have you ever received orders from the OKH with regar 
to fight against Partisans that included orders contrary to international 1 

A Noe 

Q You state in the second paragraph and I quote: "In the beginning 
in accordance with instructions which came to us through channels from the 
Army group, prisoners were taken only in exc.ptional cases," Vhen you use 
the words "in the beginning", can you tell us specifically which period you 
mean? 

a ‘It is approximately the period from the fall of the year 1942 
onwardse 

Q It is exactly the period when you joined the Fourth årmy? 

A I joined the Fourth army in Spring. 

Q You say in this sentence that in accordance with instructions 
which came to you through channels from the Army group, pirisoners were taken 
only in sient eae’ caseSe Vhat orders do you mean by that? 

A It was the general idea of these crders that were given with t. 
view to fight against the Yartisans that no pardon was to be given whenever 
the Partisans did not surrenders, Llay I give some explanationin that respect 
During the hearing which preceding the drafting of this affidavit and of 
which this affidavit constitutes, if I may express myself in substance, the 
person who examined me, have admitted that also the enemy made use of very 
severe methods in warfaree 

Q If. I understand you well, and I ask you tocorrect me if thisis not 


the casee You received orders through ordinary channels from Army groups 
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that in fighting Partisans, prisoners hadonly to be taken in cxceptional 
cases? 

AÀ No, this wasn't the whole framework of these severe methods, and 
the orders were issued and they meant that we should implcre themost sever 
methods to the annihilation of the cnemy, and if these orders were carried 
out it was quite natural that we made very few prisonarsa 

Q These orders referred only to combat, but, witness, you must admi 
that in this case the sentence I just quoted from your affidavit that reads 
that in the beginnin;, prisoners were taken only in exceptional cases, is 
being misunderstood, because in this sentence als. cases could be included 
in which prisoners were killed aftcr their capture. That was not mant? 

à Noy it was not meante 

Q In the third paragraph of your affidavit you stated the following 
and I quotes "The enemy dead mentioned in official reports werevery 
numerous in comparison with our own doada" 

Isn't it a well known fact tliat the combat troops when reporting 
the number of enemy dead frequently exag.erated? 

i Yes, I have already expressed that opinion on the occasion of 
the previous hearing and have only stated in my affidavit that the official 
reports spoke of very numerous enemy dead in comparison with our om deade 

Q So, without the egrression thatyou gave just now, this sentence 
may lead to misunderstanding? 

4 At tht time I have only admittdd a fact which Ẹ was reminded of 
on the grounds of documents, reports, ctce, that were shown to mee 

Q You say whan you summarize the substance of paragraphs two and 
three of your affidavit, you arrive at the following conclusione There 
were aders which came from a higher authority to take only few prisoners 
and on the otherhend official reports stated that the enemy dead were very 
numerous in comparison of our own deade One might conclude fromthe wording 
of these two paragraphs that therc were orders issucd by higher authority 
to execute prisoners and that this was the reason why the enemy dcad were 
very numerous in comparison with our own deade Did you want to express thai 


Ä Noe 
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Q The last paragraph reads as follows and I quotes "This is one 
of the reasons which have now brought me to the realization that the real 
purpose of the counter=Fartisan warfare which we conducted was to use 
these nilitary operations of the rmy, so as to make possible the ruthless 
liquidation of Jewry and other undesired elements." Which were the documents 
that you were shown in this connection? 

rn is far as I can remember, and I cannotremember exactly, because 
this hearing took place about a year ago, I was shown the minutes of a 
mecting which took place under thechairmanship of Hitlor himsclf, but I'm 
positive there were no orders shown to me = it was only that I may have seer 
a memor anduma 

CO;TMISSIONER: Witness, can you make your sentences a little 


shorter? 
THE WITNESS: Yese 

A On the ground of these documents were entirely new for me am I 
arrived at the conclusion that this was the actual coal of Partisan ware 
fare and I think I owe it to the soldiers tho were in the battle to state 
that we, the military leaders, did not know anything tout these intentiors e 

Q 50, if it is stated in thelast paragraph of ycur affidavit that 
the real purpose of the countci~fartisan warfare wasto make possible th: 
ruthless liquidaticn of Jewry and other undesired elements = who is that 
you mean with it? 

å As far as I know about the high comand, I never participated 
in it, This can only have been the idea of Hitler himsclf, 

Q Have you, uring the whok war, ever received an order from a 
superior cormand of the armed forces from which you could have drawn such 


conclusions? 


ah Noy neither an oral nor a written order. 

Q You were the chief of the genral staff of the Fairth Army? 
A Yese 

Q Wro was commander in chief? 

A At that time Heinricie 


Q And within your Amy, the military rules andthe counteræPartisan 


warfare were strictly obssrved, weren't they? 
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A Les. 

Q Did you ever hear of a case in which Heinrici had received a 
report that a member of the air forces had raped a Russian woman and was 
immediately transferred to the competent court? 

DRe KEMPNER: I objecte We are cross examining about the affi- 
davit, not about the rape of a Russian woman, and General Heinrici hes 
nothing to do with this whole affair now. 

QM ISSIONER: I think the Comission will adjourn until Monday 
morning e 


Adjourneds 1240 hours. 


The foregoing is a true and correct transcript of the testimony of 


HANS ROETTIGER, taken on 27 July 19))6. 


Bernice Winkler 
Reporter 
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